TRAFFIC ENGINEERING 
A News Letter 


Published by the 


INSTITUTE OF TRAFFIC ENGINEERS 
One Park Avenue, New York, N. Y. 
Edited by the Library Committee 


VOL. VII February 1937 NO.10 
BALDWIN TAKES NEW POSITION 


David Baldwin (Junior Member) Traffic Engineer of Evanston, 
Illinois, has just accepted « position with the State of Virginia 
as Safety Engineer. His work will be a combination of traffic 
engineering and safety education. Until further notice his 
address will be Division of Motor Vehicles, 12th and Main Streets 
Richmond, Va. We wish Dave success in his new position. 


Undoubtedly Evanston will seek a traffic engineer to fill 
Mr. Baldwin's place. Chief of Police Freeman of Evanston is 
probably the one to contact if you are interested, 


By the way, we understand Cleveland, Ohio, and Wichita, 
Kansas, are looking for traffic engineers. 1t may be only a 
rumor. Warrants the attention of anyone interested, though. 


NEW SAFETY COUNCIL TRAFFIC ENGINEERING BOOKLET 


The National Sefety Council has just published a new book- 
let entitled "Traffic Engineering for Traffic -afety". It merits 
the attention of all traffic engineers. The foreword, written by 
Roger Morrison, President of the Institute of Traffic Engineers, 
gives the profession an excellent boost. On another page are 
given the broad qualifications of a traffic engineer. This sec- 
tion, directed toward comnunity officials, should greatly help to 
maintain the traffic engineering standarus. 


TED MATSON 


Members and friends will be pleased to learn that Ted Matson 
(Member) is well established in his San Francisco traffic duties. 
At present he has approximately 250 men on the traffic survey with 
the job about one-fifth completed. His address is: City and 

County of San Francisco, Departinent of Public Works, Bureuu of 
Engineering. 
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HOTEL FOR KANSAS CITY MEETING 


Tom Seburn, co-chairman of the Convention Arrangements 
Committee, has made arrangements to reserve a block of 50 rooms 
at the Hotel President. This will be the Institute headquarters 
for its Eighth Annual Meeting. 


Will members planning to attend the annual meeting at 
Kansas City this coming fall let the Secretary or Seburn know 
before May 1. This is the dead-line for holding the rooms. Even|/ 
though you are not certain that you will attend, we suggest you 
reserve a room. When the convention month rolls around rooms 

will be at a premiun. 


The Hotel President is only one block from the Auditoriun 
where the Institute and Safety Council meetings will be held. 
The rates are as follows: 


Singles $2.50 to $5.00 
Doubles 3.50 to 6.00 
Suites 10.00 and 15.00 


Those members in the eastern section of the United States 
are reminded again of the Greater New York Safety Conference 
and the special session of the Institute of Traffic Engineers 
the opening night, April 13 at the Astor Hotel. Grant Mickle 
(Associate Member) of Ann 4rbor, Michigan, will give an illus- || 
trated talk about traffic engineering studies in Detroit. Some 
of the other interesting talks and discussions on the Convention 
program will be "Let There Be Lignt", "Teaching Old Drivers New 
Tricks", "Walking Into Trouble", "The Highway of Tomorrow", 
"What Can We Do A bout the Parking Problem", and "Traffic 
Engineering for Safety". 


PROCEEDINGS 


There are still copies of the Seventh Annual Proceedings 
available, although the reduction in price from $2.50 to $1.00 


more than doubled last year's sale. 
sponsor the sale of one copy. Why 
to see if they don't want a copy. 


should have a copy. 
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We urge each member to 
not check with your friends 
Every police chief, city 


engineer, library, highway engineer and student of traffic 
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COMMITTEE WORK 


Some of the committees are now busy on their 1937 assign- 
ments. D. Grant Mickle, Chairnan of the Program Committee, 
Hawley Simpson, Chairman of the Resolution Committee and Seburn- 
Mitchell, co-chairmen of the Convention Committee are already 

working on the Kansas City meeting. But many others have not 

started yet. The Secretary urges these committee chairnen to get 
their committees in line and start work immediately. Summer 
months will soon be here, and then the fall meeting. 


$5000 TO KREML 


Lieutenant Frank M. Kreml (Affiliate), Director of the 
Safety Division of the International Association of Police Chief's 
and Director of the Northwestern University Police Officers’ 
Training School, received a $5000 check from the Commercial In- 
vestsaent Trust March 3, for his outstanding traffic safety work 
during 1936. Congratulations to Frank for receiving this great 


honor and the $5,000. We understand a similar award will be made 
for 1937. 


WANTED - NEWS 


Again we issue a plea for news items for this publication. 
Particularly are we anxious to hear about activities of our mem- 
bers, changes in positions, traffic engineering openings, con- 
ferences, unusual traffic events and committee activities. If 
every member would scribble a single item on a penny postal card 


once every three montis, this news letter would be overflowing 
with "live" news. 


YOU BET YOUR LIFE! 


"You Bet Your Life" is the title of the Travelers Insurance 
Company's 1936 Accident Fact Booklet. The booklet is well pre- 
pared. Everyone interested in the traffic accident problem 


should have a copy. Write to tne Travelers News Bureau, Hartford, 
Connecticut, for a copy. 


The booklet gives an estimated total of 36,800 deaths and 
967,840 as the automobile accident record for 1936, an increase 
of about 2% in fatalities. 
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CREATING SAFER COMMUNITIES 


Four more states have adopted Creating Safer Communities 
as their official publication for organizing and conducting 
traffic safety activities in the comaunities. This makes a 
total of 25 states urging the adoption of a fifteen point safety 
and traffic program in their respective communities. The 
material as well as the printing of these state publications 
has been furnished by the National Bureau of Casualty and Surety 
Underwriters. 


REVISED MOTOR VEHICLE DEATH TOTALS 


A February 12 release by the U. S. Census Bureau shows 
36,369 motor vehicle deaths in 1935, compared with 36,101 in 
1934. The 1935 total corresponds almost exactly with the 
estimate of 36,400 prepared by the National Safety Council in 
January, 1936. However, it is 631 deaths lower than the 
Council's final estimate made in June, 1936. 


That the 1934-1935 increase in motor fatalities was less 
than indicated in the Council's final estimate is apparently 
due to the fact that state authorities improved their classifi- 
cation procedure, both in promptness and in accuracy. 4s a 
result, tne re-editing of death certificates by the U. S. Census im 
Bureau did not, as in earlier years, result in a substantial up- 
wara revision of stete figures. 


The lower 1935 death total now determined by the Census 
Bureau means that the National Safety Council's estimate of 
38,500 deaths for 1936 is too high, according to the Council. 
At this writing, it appears that the final 1936 total will be 
somewhere between 37,000 and 38,000 deaths. A more exact 

estimate can be arrived at when final reports become available 
from all the states, replacing the present incomplete and pro- 
visional figures, according to the Council. 


The National Safety Council has prepared, and will send on 
request, a mimeographed tabulation giving 1936 and 1935 motor 
vehicle fatality records, as now reported by state vital statisti- 


cians, state traffic safety autiorities and the U. S. Census Bur- 
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